THE  WAR  AND  AFTER
The First Part of the War
THE outbreak of the war found me in Saxony
on a holiday. When the heir to the Austrian
throne was shot in Serajevo I had both expected
and not expected that things would not end there.
I expected something because for years I had felt
something in the air; I expected nothing because
I knew that the Serbian Government had had no
hand in the outrage. I knew plenty of people in
the south, and knew their plans. There was certainly
agitation against Austria-Hungary in Bosnia and
Herzagovina; there was agitation in Croatia; but
the Serbian Government was not involved. It
wanted to come to an understanding with Austria,
and Pashich, through me, had made the Minister
Berchtold quite decent proposals. On the Serbian
side there was goodwill. And I also know how
moderate official Serbia was after the war.
When the order for mobilization was given, I
couldn't get back from Germany; there were no
trains. So I watched the mobilization, even going
to Dresden and other towns for that purpose, and I
could not help being impressed. Such seriousness,
order, and such preparedness "to the last button."